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Import licence should be obtained from the Department of 
Health before any pharmaceutical product could be imported 
into Hong Kong (Import and Export Ordinance Cap. 60). This 
requirement also applies to the importing of pharmaceutical 
product from offshore websites.

The consequences of trafficking prohibited substances could 
be serious. In addition to the ineligibility to participate in sports 
arising from Anti-Doping Rules Violation, criminal prosecution 
and resulting sentence of fine and imprisonment could also be 
the possible outcomes. Therefore, athletes, athlete supporting 
personnel and any person must not sell or possess prohibited 
substances through the internet and the black market.

If you have any information on the sale, possession or use of 
prohibited substances, please do not hesitate to contact Anti-
Doping Organization of Hong Kong, China (ADOHK).

Some of the prohibited substances in sport (including examples 
in the S6 (stimulants), S7 (narcotics), and S8 (cannabinoids) classes 
of the World Anti-Doping Agency's (WADA) Prohibited List) are 
regarded as Dangerous Drugs in Hong Kong. Starting from 1 
February 2023, Cannabidiol, CBD would be under the same strict 
control as other dangerous drugs under the Dangerous Drugs 
Ordinance Cap. 134.

Dangerous drugs (*see below) must be sold by authorized seller 
of poisons under the supervision of a registered pharmacist with 
the support of a prescription by medical practitioner (Dangerous 
Drugs Ordinance Cap. 134).

Any person who traffics in a dangerous drug, offers 
to traffic in a dangerous drug is liable for criminal 
prosecution of an offence and a fine of HK$5 million 
and life imprisonment upon conviction.

Any person who fails to observe the licensing 
requirement under the Import and Export Ordinance 
(S. 6C of Cap. 60) is liable for criminal prosecution 
and a fine of HK$500,000 and imprisonment for two 
years upon conviction.
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IMPORT OF ANY 
PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCT 
INTO HONG KONG IS UNDER 
CONTROL

TRAFFICKING OF PROHIBITED 
SUBSTANCES REGARDED AS 
DANGEROUS DRUGS IS A 
SERIOUS OFFENCE

The sale of unregistered pharmaceutical products is an offence 
(Pharmacy and Poison Ordinance (PPO) Cap. 138). Some of 
performance enhancing drugs, obtainable from the internet or 
black market, are not registered pharmaceutical products with 
the Department of Health.

It is an offence if a pharmaceutical product classified as a poison 
is not sold with a proper licence or under the supervision of a 
registered pharmacist (Pharmacy and Poison Ordinance Cap. 
138). In general, products containing steroids are classified as 
poisons under the said Ordinance in Hong Kong. 

Any person selling unregistered pharmaceutical 
products or steroids, through internet and black 
market, is liable for criminal prosecution of an offence 
and a fine of level 6 (HK$ 50,000 - HK$100,000) and 
imprisonment of two years upon conviction under 
s.34 of PPO Ordinance Cap 138.

SALES OF PROHIBITED 
SUBSTANCES MAY BREACH  
THE LAW

NEVER TAKE THE RISK!

REPORTING

*For details, please refer to First Schedule Part I (Dangerous Drug) of Dangerous Drugs Ordinance Cap.134


